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“My introduction to the fascinating world of documentary evidence meant the study 
of highly informative but stylistically uninspiring records generated by municipal 
and county bureaucracies.  Their perusal required familiarization with archaic 
orthographic characteristics, obsolete terminologies, and a phraseology 
distinguished by marked repetitiveness.  I was informed that this style reflected the 
effort of recording officials to produce statements lengthy enough to qualify for a 
generous fee.  Experience taught me to extract only relevant information.” 
 
Drucker, E. (1986). Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam and early New York (1654- 
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